Thursday, October 28, 2021

Dazily Digest

Senate

Chamber Action
Routine Proceedings, pages S7437-S7521

Measures Introduced: Twenty-eight bills and five
resolutions were introduced, as follows: S.
3095-3122, S. Res. 431-434, and S. Con. Res. 17.

Pages S7459-61

Measures Reported:

H.R. 965, to establish a comprehensive United
States Government initiative to build the capacity of
young leaders and entrepreneurs in Africa, with an
amendment in the nature of a substitute.

S. Res. 380, reiterating United States support for
the people of the Republic of South Sudan in their
quest for lasting peace, stability, and democracy after
10 years of independence and calling for a review of
United States policy toward South Sudan, with an
amendment in the nature of a substitute and with
an amended preamble.

S. 1104, to measure the progress of post-disaster
recovery and efforts to address corruption, govern-
ance, rule of law, and media freedoms in Haiti, with
an amendment in the nature of a substitute.

S. 1657, to impose sanctions with respect to the
People’s Republic of China in relation to activities
in the South China Sea and the East China Sea, with
an amendment in the nature of a substitute.

S. 2129, to promote freedom of information and
counter censorship and surveillance in North Korea,
with an amendment in the nature of a substitute.

Page S7458

Measures Passed:

VA Transparency & Trust Act: Committee on
Veterans’ Affairs was discharged from further consid-
eration of H.R. 2911, to direct the Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs to submit to Congress a plan for obli-
gating and expending Coronavirus pandemic funding
made available to the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs, and the bill was then passed. Page S7450

Robert S. Poydasheff VA Clinic: Committee on
Veterans’ Affairs was discharged from further consid-
eration of H.R. 3475, to name the Department of
Veterans Affairs community-based outpatient clinic

in Columbus, Georgia, as the “Robert S. Poydasheff
VA Clinic”, and the bill was then passed. Page S7450

Lieutenant Colonel Jobhn W. Mosley VA Clinic:
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs was discharged from
further consideration of H.R. 4172, to name the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs community-based out-
patient clinic in Aurora, Colorado, as the “Lieuten-
ant Colonel John W. Mosley VA Clinic”, and the
bill was then passed. Page S7450

Secure Equipment Act: Senate passed H.R. 3919,
to ensure that the Federal Communications Commis-
sion prohibits authorization of radio frequency de-
vices that pose a national security risk. Page S7450

Surface Transportation Authorization Extension
Act—Agreement: A unanimous-consent agreement
was reached providing that if the Senate receives a
message from the House of Representatives, that it
has passed the Surface Transportation Authorization
Extension that is identical to the text of S. 3122, to
provide an extension of Federal-aid highway, high-
way safety, and transit programs, that the bill be
considered read a third time and deemed passed.

Page S7455

Robinson Nomination: Senate resumed consider-
ation of the nomination of Beth Robinson, of
Vermont, to be United States Circuit Judge for the
Second Circuit. Pages S$7446-47

During consideration of this nomination today,
Senate also took the following action:

By 51 yeas to 36 nays (Vote No. EX. 447), Senate
agreed to the motion to close further debate on the
nomination. Pages S7446-47

Heytens Nomination: Senate resumed consideration
of the nomination of Toby J. Heytens, of Virginia,
to be United States Circuit Judge for the Fourth
Circuit. Page S7447

During consideration of this nomination today,
Senate also took the following action:

By 51 yeas to 31 nays (Vote No. EX. 448), Senate
agreed to the motion to close further debate on the
nomination. Page S7447
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Davidson Nomination—Cloture: Senate began
consideration of the nomination of Jonathan David-
son, of Maryland, to be Deputy Under Secretary of
the Treasury. Pages S7447-48
A motion was entered to close further debate on
the nomination, and, in accordance with the provi-
sions of Rule XXII of the Standing Rules of the
Senate, and pursuant to the unanimous-consent
agreement of Thursday, October 28, 2021, a vote on
cloture will occur at 11 a.m., on Tuesday, November
2, 2021. Page S7448
Prior to the consideration of this nomination, Sen-
ate took the following action:
Senate agreed to the motion to proceed to Legisla-
tive Session. Page S7447
Senate agreed to the motion to proceed to Execu-
tive Session to consider the nomination.  Page S7447

Harris Nomination—Cloture: Senate began consid-
eration of the nomination of Benjamin Harris, of
Virginia, to be an Assistant Secretary of the Treas-
ury. Page S7448
A motion was entered to close further debate on
the nomination, and, in accordance with the provi-
sions of Rule XXII of the Standing Rules of the
Senate, a vote on cloture will occur upon disposition
of the nomination of Jonathan Davidson, of Mary-
land, to be Deputy Under Secretary of the Treasury.
Page S7448
Prior to the consideration of this nomination, Sen-
ate took the following action:
Senate agreed to the motion to proceed to Legisla-
tive Session. Page S7448
Senate agreed to the motion to proceed to Execu-
tive Session to consider the nomination.  Page S7448

Coleman Nomination—Cloture: Senate began con-
sideration of the nomination of Isobel Coleman, of
New York, to be a Deputy Administrator of the
United States Agency for International Development.
Page S7448
A motion was entered to close further debate on
the nomination, and, in accordance with the provi-
sions of Rule XXII of the Standing Rules of the
Senate, a vote on cloture will occur upon disposition
of the nomination of Benjamin Harris, of Virginia,
to be an Assistant Secretary of the Treasury.
Page S7448
Prior to the consideration of this nomination, Sen-
ate took the following action:
Senate agreed to the motion to proceed to Legisla-
tive Session. Page S7448
Senate agreed to the motion to proceed to Execu-
tive Session to consider the nomination.  Page S7448

Prieto Nomination—Cloture: Senate began consid-
eration of the nomination of Jeffrey M. Prieto, of
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California, to be an Assistant Administrator of the
Environmental Protection Agency. Page S7448
A motion was entered to close further debate on
the nomination, and, in accordance with the provi-
sions of Rule XXII of the Standing Rules of the
Senate, a vote on cloture will occur upon disposition
of the nomination of Isobel Coleman, of New York,
to be a Deputy Administrator of the United States
Agency for International Development. Page S7448
Prior to the consideration of this nomination, Sen-
ate took the following action:
Senate agreed to the motion to proceed to Legisla-
tive Session. Page S7448
Senate agreed to the motion to proceed to Execu-
tive Session to consider the nomination. Page S7448

Nayak Nomination—Cloture: Senate began consid-
eration of the nomination of Rajesh D. Nayak, of
Maryland, to be an Assistant Secretary of Labor.
Pages S7448-49
A motion was entered to close further debate on
the nomination, and, in accordance with the provi-
sions of Rule XXII of the Standing Rules of the
Senate, a vote on cloture will occur upon disposition
of the nomination of Jeffrey M. Prieto, of California,
to be an Assistant Administrator of the Environ-
mental Protection Agency. Pages S7448-49
Prior to the consideration of this nomination, Sen-
ate took the following action:
Senate agreed to the motion to proceed to Legisla-
tive Session. Page S7448
Senate agreed to the motion to proceed to Execu-
tive Session to consider the nomination. Page S7448
A unanimous-consent agreement was reached pro-
viding that motions to invoke cloture on the nomi-
nations ripen at 11 a.m., on Tuesday, November 2,
2021. Page S7449

Nominations—Agreement: A unanimous-consent
agreement was reached providing that at approxi-
mately 3 p.m., on Monday, November 1, 2021, Sen-
ate resume consideration of the nomination of Jona-
than Davidson, of Maryland, to be Deputy Under
Secretary of the Treasury; and that at 5:30 p.m.,
Senate vote on confirmation of the nominations of
Beth Robinson, of Vermont, to be United States Cir-
cuit Judge for the Second Circuit, and Toby ]J.
Heytens, of Virginia, to be United States Circuit
Judge for the Fourth Circuit, in the order listed.

Page S7520

Nominations Confirmed: Senate confirmed the fol-
lowing nominations:

By 52 yeas to 46 nays (Vote No. EX. 442), Omar
Antonio Williams, of Connecticut, to be United
States District Judge for the District of Connecticut.

Pages S7437-40
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By 53 yeas to 45 nays (Vote No. EX. 443), Mat-
thew G. Olsen, of Maryland, to be an Assistant At-
torney General. Page S7440

By 56 yeas to 41 nays (Vote No. EX. 444), Chris-
topher H. Schroeder, of North Carolina, to be an As-
sistant Attorney General. Page S7440

By 53 yeas to 37 nays (Vote No. EX. 445),
Hampton Y. Dellinger, of North Carolina, to be an
Assistant Attorney General. Pages S7440-46

By 53 yeas to 36 nays (Vote No. EX. 446), Eliza-
beth Prelogar, of Idaho, to be Solicitor General of
the United States. Page S7446

Guy T. Kiyokawa, of Hawaii, to be an Assistant
Secretary of Veterans Affairs (Enterprise Integration).

Rahul Gupta, of West Virginia, to be Director of
National Drug Control Policy.

Matthew M. Graves, of the District of Columbia,
to be United States Attorney for the District of Co-
lumbia for the term of four years.

1 Air Force nomination in the rank of general.

3 Army nominations in the rank of general.

1 Coast Guard nomination in the rank of admiral.

2 Marine Corps nominations in the rank of gen-
eral.

Routine lists in the Air Force, Army, Coast
Guard, Foreign Service, Marine Corps, Navy, and
Space Force. Pages S7449, S7455

Nominations Received: Senate received the fol-
lowing nominations:

Alan Davidson, of Maryland, to be Assistant Sec-
retary of Commerce for Communications and Infor-
mation.

Jessica Rosenworcel, of Connecticut, to be a Mem-
ber of the Federal Communications Commission for
a term of five years from July 1, 2020.

Gigi B. Sohn, of the District of Columbia, to be
a Member of the Federal Communications Commis-
sion for a term of five years from July 1, 2021.

Robert Otto Burciaga Valdez, of New Mexico, to
be an Assistant Secretary of Health and Human
Services.

Christopher R. Hill, of Rhode Island, to be Am-
bassador to the Republic of Serbia.

Katherine Vidal, of California, to be Under Sec-
retary of Commerce for Intellectual Property and Di-
rector of the United States Patent and Trademark
Office.

2 Coast Guard nominations in the rank of admi-

ral. Page S7520
Messages from the House: Pages S7458-59
Measures Referred: Page S7459
Executive Reports of Committees: Page S7459

Additional Cosponsors: Pages S7461-62
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Statements on Introduced Bills/Resolutions:
Pages S7462-66

Additional Statements: Page S7458

Amendments Submitted: Pages S7466-S7520

Authorities for Committees to Meet: Page S7520

Record Votes: Seven record votes were taken today.
(Total—448) Pages S7440, S7445-47

Adjournment: Senate convened at 10 a.m. and ad-
journed at 6:36 p.m., until 3 p.m. on Monday, No-
vember 1, 2021. (For Senate’s program, see the re-
marks of the Acting Majority Leader in today’s
Record on page S7520.)

Committee Meetings

(Committees not listed did not meet)

NOMINATIONS

Committee on Armed Services: Committee concluded a
hearing to examine the nominations of John Bradley
Sherman, of Texas, to be Chief Information Officer,
Ashish S. Vazirani, of Maryland, to be a Deputy
Under Secretary, and Carrie Frances Ricci, of Vir-
ginia, to be General Counsel of the Department of
the Army, all of the Department of Defense, after
the nominees testified and answered questions in
their own behalf.

BUSINESS MEETING

Committee on Armed Services: Committee ordered favor-
ably reported the nominations of Nickolas Guertin,
of Virginia, to be Director of Operational Test and
Evaluation, Alexandra Baker, of New Jersey, to be a
Deputy Under Secretary, John Patrick Coffey, of
New York, to be General Counsel of the Department
of the Navy, Douglas R. Bush, of Virginia, to be an
Assistant Secretary of the Army, and 1,382 nomina-
tions in the Army, Navy, Air Force, Marine Corps,
and Space Force, all of the Department of Defense.

CFPB SEMI-ANNUAL REPORT TO
CONGRESS

Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs:
Committee concluded a hearing to examine the Con-
sumer Financial Protection Bureau’s Semi-Annual
Report to Congress, after receiving testimony from
Rohit Chopra, Director, Consumer Financial Protec-
tion Bureau.
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SOCIAL MEDIA AND DOMESTIC
EXTREMISM

Committee on Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
Jairs: Committee concluded a hearing to examine so-
cial media platforms and the amplification of domes-
tic extremism and other harmful content, after re-
ceiving testimony from Karen Kornbluh, German
Marshall Fund of the U.S., Washington, D.C.; David
L. Sifry, Anti-Defamation League, New York, New
York; Cathy O’Neil, O’'Neil Risk Consulting and
Algorithmic Auditing, Brooklyn, New York; Na-
thaniel Persily, Stanford Cyber Policy Center and
Stanford Law School, Stanford, California; and Mary
Anne Franks, University of Miami, Coral Gables,
Florida.

BUSINESS MEETING

Committee on the Judiciary: Committee ordered favor-
ably reported the following business items:

S. 2428, to amend title 31, United States Code,
to modify False Claims Act procedures, with an
amendment in the nature of a substitute;

S. 998, to provide grants to States that do not
suspend, revoke, or refuse to renew a driver’s license
of a person or refuse to renew a registration of a
motor vehicle for failure to pay a civil or criminal
fine or fee, with an amendment in the nature of a
substitute; and
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The nominations of Lucy Haeran Koh, of Cali-
fornia, to be United States Circuit Judge for the
Ninth Circuit, Jane M. Beckering, to be United
States District Judge for the Western District of
Michigan, Shalina D. Kumar, to be United States
District Judge for the Eastern District of Michigan,
Armando O. Bonilla, of the District of Columbia,
and Carolyn N. Lerner, of Maryland, both to be a
Judge of the United States Court of Federal Claims,
and Jonathan Kanter, of Maryland, to be an Assist-
ant Attorney General, Michael F. Easley, Jr., to be
United States Attorney for the Eastern District of
North Carolina, Sandra J. Hairston, to be United
States Attorney for the Middle District of North
Carolina, and Dena J. King, to be United States At-
torney for the Western District of North Carolina,
all of the Department of Justice.

RETIREMENT

Special Committee on Aging: Committee concluded a
hearing to examine building a stronger retirement
system for all Americans, focusing on a financially
secure future, after receiving testimony from John
Scott, The Pew Charitable Trusts, and Shai Akabas,
Bipartisan Policy Center, both of Washington, D.C;
Nari Rhee, University of California Center for Labor
Research and Education, Berkeley; and J. Spencer
Williams, Retirement Clearinghouse, Greenville,
South Carolina.

House of Representatives

Chamber Action

Public Bills and Resolutions Introduced: 28 pub-

lic bills, H.R. 5763-5790; and 9 resolutions, H.J.

Res. 61; and H. Res. 750-757 were introduced.
Pages H6032-34

Additional Cosponsors: Pages H6035-36

Report Filed: A report was filed today as follows:

H.R. 5412, to authorize appropriations for fiscal
year 2022 for intelligence and intelligence-related
activities of the United States Government, the
Community Management Account, and the Central
Intelligence Agency Retirement and Disability Sys-
tem, and for other purposes, with an amendment (H.
Rept. 117-156). Page H6032

Speaker: Read a letter from the Speaker wherein she
appointed Representative Eshoo to act as Speaker pro
tempore for today. Page H5961

Recess: The House recessed at 10:12 a.m. and re-
convened at 6:16 p.m. Page H5962

Suspension: The House agreed to suspend the rules
and pass the following measure:

Providing an extension of Federal-aid highway,
bighway safety, and transit programs: HR. 5763,
to provide an extension of Federal-aid highway,
highway safety, and transit programs, by a 2/3 yea-
and-nay vote of 358 yeas to 59 nays, Roll No. 339.

Pages H5962-65

Agreed by unanimous consent that in the engross-
ment of the bill, the Clerk be directed to make the
correction placed at the desk. Page H6031

Committee on Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture—Communication: Read a letter from Chair-
man DeFazio wherein he transmitted copies of
twelve resolutions included in the General Services
Administration’s Capital Investment and Leasing
Programs. The resolutions were adopted by the
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Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure on
October 27, 2021. Pages H5965-H6028

Senate Message: Message received from the Senate
by the Clerk and subsequently presented to the
House today appears on page H5965.

Quorum Calls—Votes: One yea-and-nay vote de-
veloped during the proceedings of today and appears
on pages H5964-65.

Adjournment: The House met at 10 a.m. and ad-
journed at 7:24 p.m.

Committee Meetings

DEPOT MODERNIZATION AND
OPTIMIZATION

Committee on Armed Services: Subcommittee on Readi-
ness held a hearing entitled “Depot Modernization
and Optimization”. Testimony was heard from Ste-
ven J. Morani, Acting Assistant Secretary of Defense
for Sustainment, Office of the Assistant Secretary of
Defense, Department of Defense; Karen Saunders,
Senior Official Performing the Duties of Acting As-
sistant Secretary of the Army, Acquisition, Logistics,
and Technology, Department of the Army; Frederick
J. Stefany, Acting Assistant Secretary of the Navy,
Research, Development, and Acquisition, Depart-
ment of the Navy; and Darlene Costello, Acting As-
sistant Secretary of the Air Force, Acquisition, Tech-
nology, and Logistics, Department of the Air Force.

U.S. ENGAGEMENT IN THE WESTERN
BALKANS

Committee on Foreign Affairs: Subcommittee on Eu-
rope, Energy, the Environment, and Cyber held a
hearing entitled “U.S. Engagement in the Western
Balkans”. Testimony was heard from Gabriel
Escobar, Deputy Assistant Secretary, Bureau of Euro-
pean and Eurasian Affairs, Department of State.
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FUELING THE CLIMATE CRISIS: EXPOSING
BIG OIL’S DISINFORMATION CAMPAIGN
TO PREVENT CLIMATE ACTION

Committee on Oversight and Reform: Full Committee
held a hearing entitled “Fueling the Climate Crisis:
Exposing Big Oil's Disinformation Campaign To
Prevent Climate Action”. Testimony was heard from
public witnesses.

BUILD BACK BETTER ACT

Committee on Rules: Full Committee began a hearing
on H.R. 5376, the “Build Back Better Act”. Testi-
mony was heard from Chairman Yarmuth, Chairman
Neal, Chairman Pallone, Chairman Scott of Virginia,
Chairman DeFazio, Chairman Waters, Chairman
Grijalva, and Representatives Smith of Missouri,
Brady, Rodgers of Washington, Foxx, Graves of Mis-
souri, McHenry, Panetta, Thompson of Pennsylvania,
and Westerman.

INTERNATIONAL CLIMATE CHALLENGES
AND OPPORTUNITIES

Select Committee on the Climate Crisis: Full Committee
held a hearing entitled “International Climate Chal-
lenges and Opportunities”. Testimony was heard
from public witnesses.

Joint Meetings

No joint committee meetings were held.

COMMITTEE MEETINGS FOR MONDAY,
NOVEMBER 1, 2021

(Committee meetings arve open unless otherwise indicated)
Senate
No meetings/hearings scheduled.

House

No hearings are scheduled.



D1206 CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —DAILY DIGEST October 28, 2021

Next Meeting of the SENATE Next Meeting of the HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
3 p.m., Monday, November 1 12 noon, Monday, November 1
Senate Chamber House Chamber

Program for Monday: Senate will resume consideration = Program for Monday: To be announced.
of the nomination of Jonathan Davidson, of Maryland, to
be Deputy Under Secretary of the Treasury.
At 5:30 p.m., Senate will vote on confirmation of the
nominations of Beth Robinson, of Vermont, to be United
States Circuit Judge for the Second Circuit, and Toby J.
Heytens, of Virginia, to be United States Circuit Judge
for the Fourth Circuit.
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